
 
 

Elder - SPIRITUAL PROTECTION 

 

Overseer - SUPERVISING DIRECTION 

 
Pastor - SHEPHERDING INSTRUCTION 
 

17Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him.  28Pay careful attention to 
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which 
he obtained with his own blood. Acts 20:17, 28 
 
1So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in 
the glory that is going to be revealed: 2shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you. 1 Peter 5:1-2 
 
5This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as 
I directed you— 6if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to 
the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. Titus 1:5-
7 
 
"Everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher." Luke 6:40  
 
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, 
and imitate their faith. Hebrews 13:7  
 
1The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2Therefore an 
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. 4He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5for if someone 
does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? 6He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7Moreover, he must be 
well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 1 Timothy 3:1-7 

 

I. The Internal MOTIVATION Of An Elder 
If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task 

 

II. The Personal MORALITY Of An Elder 
Therefore, an overseer must be above reproach 

 

III. The Domestic MANAGEMENT Of An Elder 
4He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5for if someone does not 
know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church?  

 

IV . The Spiritual MATURITY Of An Elder 
He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the 
devil.  

 
One Last Thought: As we seek to be a church that is ORDERED by God’s Word, may 

we receive godly leaders as PRECIOUS GIFTS from Him to us. 


