


 

Prayer is one of the greatest responsibilities and privileges of a Christian 

believer. Question 116 of the Heidelberg Catechism asks, “Why do 

Christians need to pray?” The Answer: “Because prayer is the most 

important part of the thankfulness God requires of us. And also because 

God gives his grace and Holy Spirit only to those who pray continually and 

groan inwardly, asking God for these gifts and thanking God for them.” 

Prayer expresses our dependence and thankfulness to God our Father. It 

brings glory to God when we cry out to him in prayer. The action of prayer 

is necessary and of vital importance to our spiritual life, and we want to 

foster the practice in our corporate life as a church and our lives as families 

and individuals. 

Over the next 40 days, we are asking that every church member pray 

individually and as a family through this prayer guide. This 40-day period 

will lead up to the THIRST conference that will take place on campus 

September 23-26.  As we gather together in prayer, we anticipate our great 

God to work in powerful and mighty ways among us. As we humble 

ourselves and thank God for his great work among us, our strongest desire 

is for him to glorify himself in the work of Jesus Christ in and among his 

people. 

Thank you to all of the church elders, staff, and members who contributed 

to this prayer guide! May the Holy Spirit bless your efforts to help unite our 

church family in prayer! 

We are expecting the Lord to do mighty things in these days as a result of 

your praying. Please join us in steadfastly lifting up these needs and 

concerns before the one “who is able to do far more abundantly than all we 

ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 

Amen!” 

Soli deo gloria! 

© Lookout Valley Baptist Church, August 2018 



-
Psalm 86  

“For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. Teach 
me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to 

fear your name.” 

Psalm 86 is a prayer of King David. In this Psalm we see many aspects of 

David’s prayer that should instruct our own prayer life: adoration and 

praise of the nature of God (v5, 8, 10), thanksgiving for who God is and 

what he has done (v12, 13), confession of personal sinfulness and need (v1, 

6), and requests for God to act (v1, 2, 16, 17).  

We know that prayer in its most basic element is communication with our 

Father God. But too often we treat prayer simply as an intercom to convey 

our needs and desires to a God who has been regulated to being our cosmic 

bellhop. How far is that practice from the truth! 

While David makes many requests in Psalm 86, notice they are all grounded 

in the majestic and sovereign nature of God.  David reminds us that God is 

gracious (v3), good, forgiving, steadfast, loving (v5), listening (v7), full of 

glory (v9), willing and able to save (v13), merciful, longsuffering, faithful 

(v15). David cries out to God above all because he is the only god—there is 

no other who can listen to and answer his prayer. Therefore, this God, our 

God, is the only one worth all devotion, worship, and glory.  

This is the One who we have the privilege and honor of praying to and 

communing with. He is not a God far off—he is a God who is near, revealing 

himself to us even as our Heavenly Father. Through the reconciliation that 

comes through the work of Jesus Christ the Son, empowered by the work of 

the Holy Spirit, we now have a restored relationship with the One who 

created the universe, delivered our souls from the pit, strengthened, 

comforted, and helped us, and who answers us when we call to him. 

Prayer should never focus solely on ourselves and our problems; the 

epicenter of our prayer should be the character and action of the Lord. In 

prayer, when we praise God for who he is and what he has done, it reminds 

us that he is God and we are not, and that he is the only one who can deliver 

us.  Prayer reorients us to the majesty and glory of the Almighty who calls 

us his own. 



 

Throughout this guide, you will find that we are praying for many things 

directly related to our life as a corporate body.  We hope you will join us as 

we collectively seek and ask for God to work in and through our church 

family.  Our desire is for the Lord to manifest himself among us in new and 

powerful ways as we focus on his nature, his gospel, and his work in us. 

Over the next 40 days, we hope that you will pray alongside us as 

individuals, families, small groups, and D-Groups for our Father to answer 

our prayers that he may be glorified in our midst. We will be praying for the 

character, leadership, membership, mission, and focus of our church family. 

Meditate on the Scripture passages, read through the devotionals, and seek 

out the Lord during these days. 

Below are several things that you can be praying for today as we begin this 

journey.  As elders and staff, we are praying that God will unite us together 

as a people who seek the face of our Father God, through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, to see Jesus Christ lifted up among us for all the world to see.  

 

 Pray that our minds would be focused on the grandeur, greatness, and 

beauty of our God and his Son Jesus Christ. 

 Pray that you and your family will make time to pray with and for each 

other regularly and often. 

 Ask that our prayers would be infused with biblical ambitions, honesty, 

humility, and a desire for God’s will to be done, not our own. 

 Ask that our church family be united together in a common accord 

through these coming weeks. 

J. Wade Casey  



-  
Why Praise? 

“Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is 

pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.”  (Psalm 147:1) 

Praise God because he alone is worthy. Express admiration, adoration, and 

appreciation to God for who he is so that he is glorified and exalted. Speak 

back to him what he says about himself in his Word.  

Praise God because doing so benefits us immensely. Through speaking and 

rehearsing his attributes, we will know him, love him, and trust him more.  

When our hearts are wandering, doubting, or frazzled by distractions, 

worries, and cares, voicing praise shifts our focus immediately back to God. 

“God, you are the Holy One, Creator, Sovereign Ruler, and Authority.” God’s 

got this! “Praise God, our Father, Redeemer, Righteousness, Comforter, 

Counselor, Healer, and Friend.” God has us!   

Why Praise Corporately?  

 “Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name 

together!”  (Psalm 34:3) 

Speaking and hearing one another’s praises, settles our hearts, feeds our 

spirits, lightens our burdens, renews our minds, and strengthens our bond 

of fellowship. Getting comfortable praising God with others can take 

practice but will be so worth the effort! 

Tips for beginners and seasoned praisers ... 

 Get together and find a few scriptures highlighting one characteristic of 

God, such as his holiness, his faithfulness, or his compassion. Take turns 

reading aloud (while the others listen to) each verse.  

 Choose a letter and see how many attributes you come up with.  For ‘H’, 

you might say, “God, you are Holy, you are our Helper, and Healer”. For R, 

“You are my Righteousness, my Rescuer, and my Rock.”   

 Know and remember that we rest in the finished work of Christ and your 

praises will flow freely and gratefully, without effort or obligation, giving 

him the glory due his name. How awesome is he! 

Susan Moore 



Paul, separated from friends, unjustly accused, brutally treated, was 

languishing in a Roman prison. He had every reason to complain about his 

circumstances. Instead he said, “I count everything as loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus as my Lord” (Philippians 3:8). He 

again wrote, “sing and make melody in your heart to the Lord with your 

heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the 

Father” (Ephesians 5:19-20). 

While here on earth, we are always going to be faced with all kinds of 

problems: sickness, loss of jobs, sometimes rebellious children, or marriage 

difficulties. We have so much to be thankful for, knowing God shed his 

blood for us, and cleansed us of our unrighteousness, and that God has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. 

Let Paul’s attitude become an example for us as we face difficulty and ease, 

want and abundance.  May we become a church family that has a heart of 

thanksgiving and gratitude in all circumstances. For that is what God wants 

and desires from us. 

 

 Ask God to give our church family a collective heart of gratitude. 

 Ask the Lord’s assistance to follow Paul’s example in being thankful for all 

things, and to become an example for others to follow as well. 

 As a result of being thankful, let that overflow in us to tell others about 

Christ. Ask the Lord for opportunities to share your thankfulness to the 

Lord with others. 

 

 

 

       Mike Sartin 

-
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 



When Daniel read the words of Jeremiah, he recalled the law of Moses. He 

was confronted with his personal sin and the sin of the nation of Israel. He 

wept over and lamented the rebellion of the nation against a loving and 

righteous God. Then he began to confess the personal and corporate sin 

that God’s Word brought to his attention. 

When God reveals himself to us, we are undone. Like Moses on the 

mountain, Isaiah in the throne room, or John on Patmos, God’s 

overwhelming glory and majesty shatters our pride and exposes our 

wretched sinfulness, pushing us to the ground in repentance and 

confession. 

Before Daniel petitions God for anything on Israel’s behalf, he recounts the 

sins of Israel and lays them before the Lord. He acknowledges  their 

depravity and worthlessness. He agrees with God that these sins must be 

punished. Yet he also remembers and relies on God’s goodness, 

longsuffering, and mercy. 

Although the nation would be severely disciplined, Israel would not be 

destroyed for their sin. Neither will we as believers in Jesus. Because of 

Christ’s sacrifice, we have assurance that our sins will be forgiven when we 

confess them. Relying completely on Christ’s righteousness, we repent of 

sin and flee from its reign in our lives. 

 

 Ask that the Lord reveal to you sin that lurks in your soul, and in the body 

of our church, that we may know that sin is the greatest evil. 

 Confess those individual and corporate sins before the Lord. 

 Ask that he remind you of the comfort that comes from his goodness, 

justice, and faithfulness to forgive our sins through Jesus. 

-
Daniel 9:1-19 

“Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas 
for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. I prayed to the Lord my 

God and made confession…” 



When Peter penned these words to the early church, he looked back to 

Moses receiving instruction from God to take to the nation of Israel. God did 

not speak this only to Moses, or only to the priestly line of Aaron, nor 

exclusively to the tribe of Levi. This admonition toward holiness was given 

to the entire congregation, the children of Israel, chosen by God to be a 

‘peculiar and unique priesthood before the entire world.’ Leviticus 11:44 

and 20:26 says that if Israel will be such a holy priesthood, they will be an 

example to the rest of God’s creation.  But they rejected God’s instruction, 

and later rejected God’s Son. So now the community of believers known as 

the church is being called to this ‘holy priesthood’ in order to set the 

example of God before our world. 

Holiness is not something to be ‘play-acted.’ It is a requirement for 

believers to live each day in a holy and exemplary manner for the world to 

see. It is hard to live a holy life all of the time. We as Christians are still prey 

to the enticements of sin in our lives. Paul writes in Romans 12:1, “I urge 

you brethren, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living 

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.” 

We are not just to play-act holiness, but to live each day in this world in 

holy worship and service to the One who is worthy of our sacrifice. 

We all must set aside the desires of this world in order to glorify our Lord in 

everything we do, with everything we say, and every action we engage in. 

The world is looking to the children of God to see if we are any different 

than they are, and if we truly show in our actions what we say we believe in. 

 

 Will you pray that you will live for Jesus in every way? 

 Will you repent of anything that keeps you from being holy? 

 Will you seek to make LVBC a “wholly, holy church”? 

 

Daryll Smiley 

-
1 Peter 1:15-16 

“as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since 
it is written, “You shall be holy for I am holy.” 



We live in the “selfie culture”, which encourages placing the needs and 

happiness of oneself over the needs of others. It leads you to believe that 

following your own heart’s desires is the way to lead a happy, fulfilling life. 

The modern and commonly quoted expression “you do you” comes to mind 

– the idea that as long as you are happy, nothing (and no one) else matters. 

The spotlight shines on you and you only. Unfortunately, the heart of this 

mindset is not biblical! It is prideful, conceited, and egotistical.  

In his letter to the church in Philippi, the Apostle Paul reminds believers to 

be Christ-like, by humbling themselves. In today’s world, that means we 

must swim against the tide of our culture. We cannot honor God with a 

“selfie culture” mentality. Christ’s church must display a submissive 

humility because Jesus was the greatest example of submission to the will 

of God. Not only did the Lord humble himself in his incarnation, he also 

suffered the ultimate humiliation in dying as a criminal at the hands of 

unbelievers. Therefore, we become more humble by recognizing Christ’s 

humble death was for us! 

This humility places the needs of others above our own. In order for us to 

experience true life, Christ willingly laid down his life for us at the cross. As 

a church, I pray we move away from the “selfie culture” worldview and 

embrace a “selfless culture.” We should empty ourselves for the sake of the 

gospel and God’s kingdom, just as Jesus did.     

 

 Read Philippians 2:3-11 in its entirety and reflect on how our Savior came 

into the world as a humble servant.  

 Pray that the Holy Spirit illuminates the truth of the gospel to you and 

empowers you to express the humility displayed by our Lord Jesus himself.  

 Practice this humility this week as you reflect on Jesus humbly coming 

into the world and dying for your sins. 

 Garrett Reagan 

-
Philippians 2:3-11 

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.” 



My father served in the Army during the Vietnam War, where they dug fox 
holes to protect themselves from bullets and flying shrapnel from grenades.  
When bombs began to blast off, as they often did, the men would climb 
down into the fox holes, seeking protection from dangers above. The risk 
was that a grenade could land inside of that fox hole.  Although the odds 
were small, there was still a chance, and imagery of this happening played 
tricks on the minds of many soldiers. However, there was a greater chance 
of death if you climbed out and ran. Dad said that many times his friend 
would want to run from the present danger, but he would hold him down 
until the man came to his senses. And there were times when my father 
would want to run, and he too would have to be held.  No doubt he is alive 
today because his fellow soldiers loved him enough to hold him in a time 
when he was not thinking clearly. 

The word love has been hijacked. Love can simply mean a strong attraction 
to another individual. Love has been commercialized: loving a certain 
laundry detergent or loving your favorite football team. So, do we truly love 
one another?  Jesus stated, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone 
lay down his life for his friends.” I believe a better example of love, rather 
than holding a friend down in a fox hole, might display something like this: 
“My brother, if that grenade lands inside of this hole, I will cover it with my 
body to save yours.”  This is exactly what Jesus did on the cross; except he 
died for his enemies. If Christ willing laid down his life for the ones 
murdering him, what excuses do we have if we neglect to lay down our lives 
for those within the Church? 

My prayer is that we not only share the gospel through word, but that our 
love for our brothers and sisters reaches beyond our church walls into a 
lost community where the fruit of our salvation is evident, causing a lost 
and dying world to thirst for the love we so clearly demonstrate.  

 What examples can you give where you have laid down your life to ensure 
the physical and spiritual advancement and stability of your fellow 
soldiers in the Lord? 

 Pray that God will begin to stir in your heart and open doors of 
opportunities for you to demonstrate God’s love for your brothers and 
sisters. 

John Inman 

-
1 John 3:14  

“We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love 

the brothers. Whoever does not love, abides in death.” 



-
Psalm 133:1  

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” 

King David stated that unity is pleasant and precious, and he should know.  

At the beginning of his reign, David was only king of the tribe of Judah for 

seven-and-a-half years. Afterward, he inherited a divided nation and almost 

a civil war, but then the Lord gave him all twelve tribes in a united kingdom, 

over which he reigned for almost thirty-three years. 

Unfortunately, unity does not abound in the church today as it should.  

People disagree and cause division over unimportant issues.  Some delight 

in causing tension by discrediting others.  However, God's word is clear that 

we should strive to walk together in love.  Maintaining the spiritual unity of 

God's people is the work of every believer, with the help of the Holy Spirit 

(Ephesians 4:1-6).   

Psalm 133 illustrates three ministries of the Spirit. First, we are born of the 

Spirit.  Those truly “born of God” belong to the same family and need to love 

one another.  Second, we are anointed by the Spirit.  When the high priest 

was anointed, the oil ran down his beard to the front of his body and over 

his collar. This “bathing” is a picture of spiritual unity.  When God's people 

walk in the Spirit, they forget about the externals (wealth, appearance, etc.) 

and focus on the eternal things of the Spirit.  Finally, we are refreshed by 

the Spirit. The Holy Spirit comes silently but bountifully, like the dew upon 

the grass. When things are dry, they wither and fall apart, but when the dew 

comes, it brings new life and things hold together.   

 Pray that unity makes our church a positive example to the world and 

helps draw others to us and to Christ. 

 Ask the Lord to help us cooperate as the body of believers God intended us 

to be, giving us a foretaste of heaven. 

 Seek the Spirit's guidance to renew and revitalize the ministry of our 

church family each day to fight off the tension that Satan uses to sap our 

energy away from God's mission.   

Joe Galloway 



The very first institution God ordained was the blessed union between a 

man and a woman. By this, the Lord gave us the ideal model of a biblical 

home. In our progressive society, Christian views of marriage and the home 

are not as commonplace or prevalent as they once were. To the secular 

world, the idea of a woman “submitting” to her husband swiftly brings to 

the modern mind “dated” ideologies that are frequently claimed to “set 

women back 50 years” as this particular verse is often taken out of context. 

However, Paul uses the illustration of Christ and his church to teach 

believers to live out a holy, godly marriage.  

In this passage, Paul first tells women to “submit to your own husbands as 

to the Lord.” This is certainly not to suggest women are somehow lesser 

than men. He charges men with the same submission to the Lord. It 

requires both the husband and the wife to practice submission to the Lord 

in order to achieve harmony in their homes.  

Paul then addresses the husbands and reminds them of the importance of 

loving their wives. He compares it to Christ’s love for his church – a self-

sacrificial love. This is the kind of love that Jesus displayed by bearing our 

burdens on the cross at Calvary, giving himself for the church because of his 

great love for her. Christ also displays this sanctifying love by cleansing his 

church through the ministry of the Word and the Holy Spirit. What a 

wonderful display of how men should love their wives!  

 Pray God works in our community and our church to strengthen and 

establish godly homes where he is continually the central focus of our 

families and he alone is glorified.  

 Pray for couples who are considering marriage for God to spiritually 

protect them. 

 Finally, pray for marriages that may be struggling within our community. 

Ask the Lord how he can use you to be a light and comfort to those going 

through a tough time in their marriage. 

-
Ephesians 5:22-33 

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 
gave himself for her, that he might sanctify and cleanse her with the 

washing of water by the word...” 



-
Ephesians 6:1-4 

“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in 
the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”  

In the book of Ephesians, Paul lays out instructions for each member of the 

family. This set of instructions has come to be known as the “household 

codes” because they illustrate what a godly and flourishing household 

should look like. 

Paul, in his address to children, references the fifth commandment and its 

subsequent promise of a long and flourishing life in the Land of Canaan. 

Elsewhere in the law, we are told that in order to flourish in the land long-

term, the people must always love, honor, worship, and obey the Lord. 

So how do the commands to honor one’s parents and obey the Lord alone 

connect with one another in order to contain the same promise? Paul gives 

us the answer in Ephesians 6:4 — parents are to instruct and disciple their 

children in the knowledge and instruction of God’s Word. Holy Scripture 

provides the instruction to know, follow, and obey God. 

Therefore, parents are given the primary responsibility to promote 

spiritual growth in their children. By teaching them the Word of God, by 

exemplifying the characteristics of God, and providing firm, yet gentle, 

discipline, parents are to point their children towards following and 

worshipping Jesus for the rest of their lives. 

 

 Will you as parents take up that call to disciple and raise your children to 

love, honor, worship, and obey God above all?  

 Would you pray for families and parents in our church to make time to 

teach and model Christ-like behavior for their children? 

 Will you pray for ‘spiritual orphans’ in our church to be adopted by godly 

adults in our church so they too can grow in knowledge and affection for 

Jesus? 



The Bible has much to say about children. I’m thankful for this because I 
need the Lord’s guidance and wisdom in order to raise my daughter in the 
way she should go. It’s too big a job for me to tackle on my own. How do we 
follow Proverbs 22:6 instructions in the midst of our parenting fatigue, 
busy schedules, work and family obligations? The answer can be found in 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7: “These commandments that I give you today are to be 
on your hearts.  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you 
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up.”  

We are to impress the Lord’s commandments on our children by talking 
about them at the dinner table, in the car on the way to school, when you 
are tossing a ball in the yard, before you tuck them into bed at night, and as 
they are getting ready for school in the mornings. Here are some ways we 
try to put this verse into practice in our home: Pray before meals and 
bedtime, thanking God for who he is and all he’s done. Play praise music 
while you clean, cook, or drive in the car. Make sure media and 
entertainment your family enjoys reinforces your biblical beliefs and 
doesn’t contradict them. 

The Lord and his Word need to be as much a part of our lives as eating, 
bathing, working, and relaxing. These are all things our children (hopefully) 
see us do on a regular basis. They also need to see us growing in our 
relationship with Christ, and “walking our talk”: in communication with 
him, in his Word, and around his people. It’s so easy to let temporary, 
worldly things take possession of our time and lives. Did you know that 
from the time your child is born until they graduate from high school you 
have 936 weeks with them? That may sound overwhelming, but if you have 
a nine year old right now, you only have 468 weeks left before your child is 
grown. Let us be careful not to become lazy in our faith or our parenting. 
Make the time you have with your child count.  

 Pray for parents in our church community to parent well and seek Christ. 

 Pray for children you know to become followers of Christ, and not stray 
from him. 

 Ask God to show you how you can influence children in your circle. 

 
Tiffany Morrison 

-
Proverbs 22:6  

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 
not depart from it.” 



Singleness is hard, I know. And while your singleness might not be your 

desire, it is what God has deemed good for you at this time in your life. 

Singleness is not a problem, and marriage is not a right. God, in his wisdom 

grants both as a gift.   

Singles, whether your desire is to be married or not, you must remain 

faithful to Christ and what he was called you to do. Find a church and 

commit. Plug into different ministry areas and the lives of those in the 

church. Don’t just gather with other singles outside of Sunday gatherings 

but have families over to your house, visit the widow, babysit, disciple a 

teen. Be active and involved. We serve out of the word of God and not our 

own experiences. There is so much for you to give and receive. Your 

faithfulness and commitment to God and the church in this period is a 

reflection of the way the church should wait in hope for the return of Christ. 

Continue to serve Christ wholeheartedly and lean into your church for 

encouragement, growth, and support.  

Church, do not forget the singles around you. Pull them into your family and 

life. How are they to remain faithful if they are not encouraged or feel 

neglected by the church? Singles help to grow and sanctify the church and 

the church helps sanctify them. Everyone was single at one point; don’t 

forget that. There is so much you can teach them and they can teach you. 

Our purpose in life is to glorify God and enjoy him forever, whether we are 

single, married, have kids, or are widowed.  

 Pray that the single adults of our church would remain steadfast and 

faithful to the Lord by obeying his word and serving his church.  

 Pray that you would envelope single adults into your life and family so 

that they would be encouraged by you and you by them. 

 

Kimberly Casey 

-
1 Corinthians 7:17-40 

“Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, 
and to which God has called him...so, brothers, in whatever condition 

each was called, there let him remain with God.” 



What comes to mind when I say Peru, Zimbabwe, Honduras? These are all 

places that we have sent or supported missionaries in the last year as a 

church. What comes to mind when I say Lookout Valley High School? 

Chattanooga Fire Department? Erlanger Hospital? Metalworking Solutions? 

These are all places that our church members have gone to work for the last 

year. What is the difference in the opportunity to reach people with the 

gospel? Absolutely nothing. However, our approach to the formal mission 

trip often times looks drastically different to our approach to our work day 

in terms of being kingdom minded.   

Many of us may never step on a plane and “GO” on a “mission trip.” Yet the 

reality for most of us is that we spend at least one-third of our waking 

hours at work with our coworkers. What if we viewed this part of our lives 

as access to a mission field? How would that change our approach to our 

work and the relationships we have there? 

In the last year, I have had an employees survive a heart attack, received 

cancer diagnoses, walk through divorce or separation, and lost one in death. 

Never has it been more evident to me in my workplace that people need 

HOPE.  In each of these cases, the thoughts have crossed my mind: “Have I 

lived in such a way that they might see hope in me? Would they feel 

comfortable talking to me about their situation or even their salvation? 

Have I showed a Jesus-like level of care and concern for them that might be 

a bridge to a gospel conversation? Am I working in such a way to highlight 

the name of Jesus? Am I building relationships with folks that are hard to 

love so that we earn the right to speak truth to them?” 

 Pray for God to open your heart to love your coworkers.  

 Pray for your boss. They are probably isolated and need encouragement.  

 Pray for that hard person that you cannot tolerate. They need to 

experience the love of Christ as much as anyone. 

Nick Burrows 

-
Titus 2:9-10 

“showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the 
doctrine of God our Savior.” 



Second only to the Olympic games were the Isthmian games in Paul’s day. It 

is said that athletes from all across Greece would journey to Corinth to 

enter these revered competitions, whereby the competitor would apply 

demanding self-denial, self-discipline, and total athletic prowess to win the 

prize. Though all would compete, only one received the prize.  

It is obvious from Scripture that Paul not only preached the gospel message 

to win the lost. He also preached to encourage believers to a life of self-

discipline. All the while, he practiced what he preached by employing the 

disciplines of an athlete with total focus on winning the eternal prize. 

Paul’s illustration is obvious for you and me; the Christian life takes hard 

work, self-denial, and demanding preparation. As believers we are running 

toward our heavenly reward. The disciplines of prayer, Bible study, and 

worship are essential to equipping us in our journey with energy and 

determination.  

Many of us ought to be more than ‘retirees’ observing from the sideline. We 

should be the experienced, enthusiastic, and energetic investors 

encouraging the next generation. 

 

 Pray for our retirees to not grow weary in living the Christian life. 

 Pray for our seniors to be energetically involved in ministry. 

 Pray for our young people to be encouraged by older, wiser adults. 

 

 

 

 

Gene Self 

-
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

“So run that you may obtain the prize. Every athlete exercises self-
control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we 

an imperishable.  



Elders have the responsibility to watch over, care for, and lead the church. 

In Hebrews 13:17, the Bible is clear that elders will be held accountable for 

how they lead: “as they watch over souls.” Peter commends that they serve 

willingly and eagerly, not for money or vaulted reputation, in order to lead 

the church by example and not abuse or take advantage of their authority. 

They are to serve sacrificially and humbly.  

According to Acts 6, elders are to devote themselves to preach and to pray. 

Therefore, elders are the lead teachers of the congregation. The elders are 

responsible for accurately handling the word of truth, teaching the one true 

gospel of Jesus Christ, and guarding the flock from false teaching.  

Also their lives should be typified with seeking God in prayer. In prayer, 

they are to seek strength and wisdom to fulfill their calling, and uphold the 

congregation. As they shepherd the flock, they present God before his 

people, and also present the people before their God. 

Another area of their service is counseling. Many situations arise that 

require biblical answers to hard questions. These situations can happen at 

any hour of the day or night. The elder needs wisdom from the Lord during 

these times. They can range from death and sickness, troubled marriages, 

disputes among the flock, and family issues.  

As you lift up your elders today, pray for:  

 Them to lead with and exemplify humility, gentleness, and compassion, so 

the congregation will trust their leadership.  

 Wisdom and discernment as decisions are made about the direction and 

vision of the church, in counseling specific situations, and in teaching the 

Word of God.  

 Their personal prayer life and study of the word. 

 Their families to be protected from the evil one. 

 

Darrell Smith 

-
1 Peter 5:1-5 

“So I exhort the elders among you...shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly as 

God would have you…” 



While we see a prototypical example of deacons in Acts 5, the only passage 

that mentions the qualifications for the office of deacon is in 1 Timothy 3:8-

13. In this passage, Paul gives an official, but not exhaustive list of the 

requirements for deacons. 

In the New Testament, the role of deacon is mainly to be one of service. 

Therefore, deacons are to serve as lead servants of the congregation. The 

church needs deacons to provide logistical and material support so that the 

elders can focus on the Word of God and prayer. 

The New Testament, however, does not provide much information 

concerning the practical role and duties of deacons. The requirements given 

in 1 Timothy 3:8-13 focus on the deacons’ character and family life. They 

are to be sound in faith and life, married to a godly wife if they are married, 

and to manage their own children and household well. 

Based on the pattern in Acts 6, it seems best to view deacons as servants 

who do whatever is necessary to allow the elders to accomplish their God-

given calling of shepherding and teaching the church.  In our congregation, 

each deacon is task-oriented, meaning they help oversee particular areas of 

ministry around the church such as facility maintenance, benevolence, 

children and youth ministries, finances, as well as many others. 

Would you pray for our deacons today and ask God to encourage them and 

equip them as they strive to best serve our church family? 

 Pray for our deacons to be filled with the Spirit and operate in wisdom as 

they carry out their responsibilities. 

 Pray they would not grow weary or apathetic in their duties. 

 Pray that they walk worthy of respect with sincere hearts. 

 Pray that God bless their homes with peace and respect so they keep hold 

of the truth. 

 

Joe Galloway 

-
1 Timothy 3:8-13 

“They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let 
them serve as deacons.”  



It is traditionally believed that Baptist churches place their pulpits in the 
center of the church to reflect the importance of the preached word of God. 
Whether that is true historically and even architecturally, does not diminish 
that fact that it is true theologically. On the day of Pentecost, arguably the 
“birthday” of the Christian church, the primary means of externalizing 
publically what had taken place privately (the arrival of the Holy Spirit) was 
the preaching of Peter, becoming a gospel net, filled to capacity with 3000 
souls. On the heels of this description, Acts 2:42 says that “they devoted 
themselves to the apostle’s teaching” and then in Acts 5:42 we are told that 
the early church “did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is 
Jesus.”  

When it comes to the Christian church, preaching holds a place of primacy. 
It is the capstone, the centerpiece of our worship. So much so that the 
Apostle Paul said that, “it pleased God through the folly of preaching to save 
those who believe.” Even in a world that prizes high tech video 
presentations and insists on round table discussions, God puts a premium 
on the declaration of his word. But preaching is nothing more that empty 
rhetoric and heartless lecture without the power from God. This is where 
prayer comes in. Prior to Pentecostal preaching, there was upper room 
praying: “All these with one accord were devoting themselves to 
prayer” (Acts 1:14). We must pray for the power of God to ignite the truth 
of God declared by the man of God to affect transformation in the hearts of 
the people of God for the glory of God.  

When people visited the church of the great Baptist pastor Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon and asked what was the secret to the great work of God there, he 
would take them to the basement prayer-room where people were always 
on their knees interceding. Then Spurgeon would declare, "Here is the 
powerhouse of this church." 

 Pray for your pastor’s strength of body, clarity of mind, and purity of 
heart. 

 Pray for providential placement of people in the room, both lost and saved 
alike. 

 Pray for the Holy Spirit of God to take the truth of God through the 
faltering voice of man and work transformation in the heart of the hearer. 

Ronnie Brown 

-
Acts 5:42  

“And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not 
cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.” 



One of the beauties of a local church is hearing God’s saving work 
proclaimed through songs that we sing corporately when we gather 
together as the body of Christ. Keith Getty put it in this way: “singing 
doesn’t actually save anyone but it points us to the one who can.”  Music in 
our church should be less about our musical preferences and more about 
what God desires. When we honor and glorify God in worship, we are 
marked with one of the purest and most treasured rewards of unity as a 
church. Jesus’ response to the Samaritan woman indicates that God is 
seeking worshipers who will worship in spirit and truth. In Spirit—worship 
is a matter of the heart. In truth–responding to the one true God through his 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

When we gather to sing corporately, worship unites us because we worship 
the one God in spirit and truth. We don’t respond to the magnificence and 
the splendor of our Lord Jesus Christ based on the style of music or the 
number one Christian hit on the radio! That is not what God is seeking.  God 
desires our hearts—not just our arms raised, our knees bent, or standing 
with fake smiles. He longs for more than just our songs; he desires more 
than just our theological understandings; he wants all of us. 

We ought to engage our hearts and focus on Christ “in spirit and truth.” 
Both aspects together result in joyous gratitude to God informed by 
scripture. The more we know about God through his word, the more we 
stand in awe and respond in weighty worship. The weightier our worship, 
the MORE Christ is glorified. 

 

 Pray that God will stir our heart as a church to worship in spirit and 
truth, that our outward expression will be a result of our inward reality. 

 Pray that we, as a church, will participate in worship as one voice singing 
to the sovereignty and the majesty of our God rather than standing and 
being entertained.  

 Pray that our expressions when we worship will reveal our heart’s 
condition, no matter the context. 

 

Olivier Hakizimana 

-
John 4:23  

“But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking 

such people to worship him.” 



We live in very busy times.  Our time seems so limited.  Very few folks sit 

and visit on the front porch anymore.  We are constantly in a hurry. This 

has led to a breakdown in families, neighborhoods, and whole communities.  

It has resulted in an epidemic of loneliness within our society. And it has 

impacted our churches. 

Life consists of relationships. We were created for relationships. We need 

one another. Even more so today. We must be in fellowship and community 

with one another in order to grow spiritually, partner in ministry, and 

evangelize the world. The more faithful we are to the gathering of the local 

church, the more opportunities we have to build and grow our relationships 

with God and with his people. 

The New Testament letters were not written to scattered individuals, but to 

a group of people—the local church. In these letters, the authors 

encouraged and admonished the churches to continue the practices of the 

early church in Acts—gathering regularly together, praying, learning, and 

(yes!) eating.  

As we study his word, fellowship, and pray together, we grow closer to one 

another, and we push one another on to follow Jesus.  Also, as we open our 

homes, we will get to know one another and encourage each other through 

support and prayer.  Our homes can be great tools to get to know people so 

that they feel connected to the church.   

 Pray that we would build community through intentional relationships 

and Christ-centered hospitality . 

 Pray we are people of the book and are faithful to attend church and 

small groups.   

 Pray we have Christ-centered fellowship in our homes with our brothers 

and sisters and with new friends as God brings them in (Heb. 10:24-25). 

 

Darrell Smith 

-
Acts 2:42  

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 



What does it mean to be firmly rooted? This Psalm talks about a tree that is 

properly planted. The tree goes through the seasons and withstands the 

elements. Its leaves do not wither. It is strong. It is rooted. A tree with no 

roots, or shallow ones, would be greatly affected by the weather. It would 

not withstand the storms that are bound to come its way.  

It’s amazing what God can do through people who have flawed pasts, but 

have abandoned their former lives because they saw the beauty of Jesus 

Christ. A church whose members are firmly rooted, surrendered to God, and 

who are giving him full reign of their lives can be used by God to transform 

the culture of the community around them. A church like this is willing and 

ready to follow the Lord with immense joy.   

Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the Lord. That is a joy 

rooted in God. Blessed is the man who dwells on the Word and eats on its 

boundless filling. May we pray this for our own lives and also for the next 

generation. What a sorrow it would be if they were simply like chaff that is 

driven away by the smallest wind. So many church-attending young people 

in this country sadly could be described this way. Let us commit to pray 

that our students will be Gospel-driven leaders as we enter a decisive time 

in the history of the global and local Church. Let’s pray for them to be 

deeply rooted in their formative years.  

 

 Pray that our youth would read and meditate on the words of God, that 

they would fully lean on the Lord and get their nourishment from him.  

 Pray that they would understand the fullness of joy that only comes from 

a relationship with the Lord.  

 Pray that they would be bold in their faith and not let the things of this 

world carry them away with shallow allurements.  

 Pray that older adults (even you!) would invest in their lives. 

Christina Wilson 

-
Psalm 1:1-4 

“He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 
season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.” 



- 
2 Timothy 2:2  

“And what you have heard of me in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” 

All through history God has used men and women to do ministry on earth. 

Jesus trained the twelve disciples by sending them out on ministry trips to 

do what they had seen him do. The church is to be the hands and heart and 

eyes of Jesus on earth while he is in heaven. Through the power of the 

indwelling Holy Spirit, we can accomplish the mission and ministry he has 

for us here. 

By discipling an individual or a small group of two or three, relationships 

will be formed and developed. God has determined to love and grow us 

through relationships with other believers. God showed his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8). You will 

gain trust in one another to share important, and sometimes personal and 

private, prayer requests. As your relationships with others grows stronger, 

so will your relationship with God.   

As we study God’s word together, pray together, and minister alongside one 

another, we will all grow together in maturity. God builds and strengthens 

his church by forging us through intentional, discipling relationships. 

 

 Ask the Lord for a heart of discipleship in your own life, and in the lives of 

others in our church. 

 Ask God to help us hide his word in our hearts, and that we may not sin 

against him. 

 Ask God to show you individuals (both inside and outside the church) who 

you might approach to be in a discipling relationship. Then ask them 

about such an opportunity! 

 

 

 
Mike Sartin 



When Jesus said these words to his disciples and other followers, he had 

just spoken about the need for transformation from this world in the midst 

of the many lures of temptation all mankind faces. Is this not the world we 

inhabit here in Lookout Valley? It is easy for us as church members and 

Christians to look down upon those we see living for the pleasures of this 

world and ignore the spiritual calling from our Lord. 

However, this is not what Jesus did, nor what he expects of his modern-day 

followers and disciples. He looked compassionately on the lost souls around 

him. Then he told the parable of the one lost sheep and the ninety-nine 

safely in the fold. There Jesus showed his love for the lost by leaving the 

ninety-nine safely in the shelter while he left that security to go out into the 

hostile and dangerous world to find that one lost sheep and bring it home. 

John 3:17 says, “for God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” That is how 

much God loves lost souls—enough to send his very best to seek and to 

save that which was lost. 

When I surrendered to the ministry, I told my Grandmother Smiley about it. 

The first thing she asked me was a single word issued as a question: 

“Evangelist?” She wanted lost souls to hear the gospel and be saved. Even 

with a daughter and son-in-law on the mission field in Colombia, she still 

knew there were lost souls here in our nation who needed someone to love 

them enough to offer the gospel to them in order to save their souls. 

 Do you have a passion for the lost in your own life? 

 Do you love the lost enough to pray for their souls? 

 Will you seek out lost souls in your community to love? 

 Today, will you agree to love and not look down on the lost? 

 Will you ask the Lord to change your heart to reach them? 

 

Daryll Smiley 

-
Matthew 18:11  

“For the Son of Man came to save the lost.” 



Our neighbors are watching us. They pay close attention to how we live.  

They watch how we treat our others: our family, friends, and especially 

them. Are we living a Christ-like life?  Do our neighbors feel they can 

approach us and ask for help?  Do we listen to them and show genuine 

concern?  Do we look for opportunities to serve?  We can hand our gospel 

tracts on a street corner to strangers, but have we shared the gospel with 

our neighbors, with those who live closest to us? 

Jesus called us to live as salt and light—preserving and penetrating this 

dark world with the righteousness and goodness of the gospel. Our lives are 

to model and adorn the goodness and holiness of the gospel. As we live 

upright and godly lives in our neighborhoods, at our job, and even at family 

dinners, we should also seek opportunities to share the gospel verbally 

with those we encounter. 

How well do we know our neighbors, our co-workers, or those we interact 

with on a regular basis?  We should be prayerful and mindful to build 

relationships with those we live in proximity to in order to impart the 

gospel into their lives. Relationships are often the best avenue to share the 

gospel because we can both model it with our lives, and explain it with our 

words. 

 

 Pray that we as a church live out what we believe in front of others in 

order to glorify the Lord and cause our neighbors to seek after him.   

 Pray for our neighbors to be open to the gospel. Pray for opportunities to 

share the good news. 

 Pray that they see our unity with other Christians and believe and know 

that Jesus came and loved us and died for us (John 17:23). 

Darrell Smith  

- 

Matthew 5:14-16  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. In the same way, let your light shine before others. ”  



In the early days of the church at Antioch, the church commissioned and 

launched their first mission team. Paul and Barnabas were sent out from 

the church to Cyprus and Asia Minor for the purpose of spreading the 

gospel and establishing churches. 

It is interesting to see that the Holy Spirit spoke to the church while they 

were worshipping and fasting. The idea to form a mission team did not 

arise from the pastors, in a brainstorming session, or even through a  

committee!  Missions and missionaries are called and sent out by God 

himself. 

It might have been easy for the church to say, “We need Barnabas and Paul 

to stay with us here because we are a young church with many needs in our 

local community! They must stay here to help us!” But this was not the 

attitude of the church. They did not want to horde the gifts and 

personalities of Barnabas and Saul, so they sent them out almost 

immediately after God revealed this to them.  

Is this our attitude today? To horde talents and gifts and people for our own 

projects and needs here in Lookout Valley, or to see our ‘best and brightest’ 

raised up, equipped, trained, and then launched to the furthest corners of 

the globe. Are we praying that God call out men and women to the mission 

field from among our church? Are we willing to send them and pray for 

them as they go? 

 

 Pray that the Lord would raise up kingdom workers from our body. 

 Pray that our church would equip and support the missionaries we send 

out and partner with. 

 Pray that you might be the one to go to the neighborhoods and nations.  

-
Acts 13:1-3 

“While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 

said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them.” 



Paul, in his letters, routinely asked the churches to pray for his ministry 

among others. He realized that the work that he was doing to plant and 

establish churches would be fruitless if the Lord did not move among the 

people through this preaching and teaching. 

Therefore, in verses like 2 Corinthians 1:11, Ephesians 6:16-20, Philippians 

1:19, and here in 2 Thessalonians 3, Paul solicited prayers from the 

churches on his behalf. Paul longed for God’s Word and God’s Spirit to 

“speed ahead.”  And he longed for prayer to be acceleration pedal in his 

work. 

We have the same privilege to hold up our missionary partners in prayer as 

they serve in our local community. There is great gospel work being done in 

our neighborhood and city. We must partner with them in prayer as they 

serve the underprivileged, the college student, and the orphan. 

Today, will you pray for the spiritual character of these leaders and their 

organization? Will you pray that the gospel continues to go forth through 

their work? 

 

 Baptist Collegiate Ministries at UTC  

 (Directors: Steve Roper, Jesse Limpiki, Grace Johnson) 

 Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home  

 (Director: Patrick Addison) 

 HACOBA Care  

 (Leader: Gerald Lawson) 

 Good News Club at LV Elementary School 

 (Led by volunteers from LVBC) 

 Choices Pregnancy Center 

-
2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 

“Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed 
ahead and be honored, as happened among you, and that we may be 

delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith.” 



When Paul was in prison, he longed to be released so he could preach the 

gospel in places that it had not yet heard. Paul’s open door here is two-fold: 

that the literal prison door would be opened for his release, and that he 

would find people and cities who would welcome the missionary in order 

that he could share the gospel. 

Paul solicited prayer for his release from spiritual and physical persecution. 

Many of our missionary partners around our country face similar spiritual 

battles as they work in dark places planting churches, discipling believers, 

and evangelizing their neighbors. Will you pray that they have the 

endurance and stamina to continue fighting the good fight? Will you pray 

that persecution would be minimized so these workers would not be hindered 

from the task God has given? 

Paul also asked that people would be open and curious about the gospel, 

that they would be willing to open the front doors of their homes and their 

hearts, allowing the word to enter in.  Will you pray for similar open doors 

for our national partners? Ask the Lord that they would have opportunities 

to share the gospel of Jesus with unbelievers, and that the good news would 

take root in their hearts. Also, ask that the Lord would give our partners kind 

and compelling words to speak in conversations with nonbelievers, so they 

can boldly declare the words of Scripture to deaf ears and blind eyes. 

 

Pray for these partners today: 

 Grace Harbor Church  

  (Providence, RI) 

 Kenny Long    

  (Campus Minister at Johnson & Wales University) 

 North American Mission Board  

  (Planting Churches in the US and Canada) 

-
Colossians 4:2-4 

“At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for 
the word, to declare the mystery of Christ...that I may make it clear, 

which is how I ought to speak.” 



- 
Ephesians 6:18-19 

“Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To 
that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all 
the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening 

my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel” 

Jesus commanded us to make disciples of all nations, but not all of us have 

been called to move to the mission field outside of the United States. 

However, we have all been called to actively help those called to go 

overseas. There are many ways that we can help our missionary partners 

from where we are, and one of the most important ways is through prayer. 

Throughout his letters, Paul is constantly urging the church to continually 

keep him and the other workers in their prayers. He also mentions that 

they too are constantly in his prayers. If prayer was not important, Jesus 

would not have modeled it for us, and Paul would not have requested it as 

often. As you remember these partners who have given much to serve in 

the unreached nations, remember to pray for these things:  

 Physical health and spiritual strength 

 The opportunity and words to boldly share the gospel 

 The hearts of the unreached to be opened to the truth 

 Missionary families—both immediate and extended 

 Continued physical, mental, and spiritual refreshment 

 Favor with the local governments 

 Logistical issues including Visas and residency requirements 

 

Pray for these partners today: 

 Brian & Stephanie (South Asia) 

 Chris & Joy Petty (Bolivia) 

 Stephen & Meghan (Southeast Asia) 

 John & Tathiana Elam (Brazil) 

 Mike & Laura (Southeast Asia) 

 

Kimberly Casey 



When you think of missions you often think of Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus’ 

Great Commission to his disciples. 

There are three points to remember when you read this passage: 

1. An authority (v18). You read through Matthew and it speaks of the 

authority of Jesus Christ over and over. Authority in teaching, healing, and 

forgiving sin. He had authority over Satan, and he delegated that authority 

to His apostles. Jesus has all authority.  

2. An activity (vv. 19-20a). "Make disciples." No matter where we are, we 

should be witnesses for Christ and try to win others to him. "Teaching 

them." It is not enough to try and win them but we have to teach them the 

Word of God. 

3. An ability (v20b). "I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

Wow, what a promise! No matter where we go, no matter the 

circumstances, Jesus Christ is with us. Always! 

There is a lot of information in these few verses. I want to encourage you to 

read and meditate on what has been written. I also want to encourage you 

to participate in an upcoming mission trip, here locally, nationally and/or 

internationally. 

Here are a few specific items to pray for: 

 Our church leaders. Wisdom as they look for opportunities to involve 

LVBC in future  partnerships. 

 Our current missionaries that are in the field, for expanded ministry and 

influence and opportunities for us to partner. 

 Yourself. How can I serve on the mission field? How can I be a Mission 

Partner in current and future endeavors? 

Rodney Ivey 

- 
Matthew 28:18-20 

“And Jesus came and said to them…”Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them...teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you.” 



In Acts 8, Philip the evangelist made his way through Judea and into 

Samaria preaching the gospel and fulfilling the words of Jesus: “You will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth” (Acts 1:8). Crowds gave heed and believed in such number that it 

was said that a whole city was characterized as joyful (Acts 8:8). Needless 

to say, things were going well - people were believing and being baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ. Then all of a sudden, the Holy Spirit tells Philip to 

go to a desert!?  

Deserts are not known for well populated cities and large crowds. There 

was no crowd. There was not even a family or a household. There was one 

man on a chariot. The Spirit basically tells Philip to go over to the man and 

through a conversation, the man believed on Jesus and was baptized.  

Now the two men could not have been more different; ethnically, one was a 

Jew, the other was an Ethiopian; socially, one was a high court official, the 

other a traveling preacher; financially, one was riding a chariot, the other 

was on foot. And yet all these differences did not prevent God’s leading to a 

divine intersection, which turned into a gospel conversation, leading to a 

soul’s salvation.  

It is easy to hear of and see photos of great crusades and revival campaigns 

that tout large numbers of converts and begin to think that our part in the 

expansion of the kingdom of God is so infinitesimal that it doesn’t really 

matter. But what I heard Dr. John MacArthur say years ago is true, “Never 

forget that the kingdom of God is only grown one soul at a time.” This 

makes every gospel conversation an extraordinarily valuable opportunity. 

So let’s ask God for more of them! 

 Pray that God would providentially send people into our life that need to 

hear the gospel truth.  

 Pray that your life would be yielded to the Spirit’s leading and directing. 

 Pray that God would open our eyes and ears to those around us. 

 Pray that God would give us Holy Spirit boldness to open our mouths to 

share the life-changing message of Jesus Christ.  

Ronnie Brown 

- 
Acts 8:26-40 

“And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 



The passage above is extracted from John’s account of Jesus’ encounter of 

the Samaritan woman at the well. Their interaction began with Jesus 

requesting a drink of water and concluded with a self-proclamation of 

Jesus’ identity as the promised Messiah. The woman was there to retrieve 

her day’s water, but Jesus was there to offer Good News which would 

sustain her for eternity.  

We all are searching for something to quench our innate desire for peace. A 

peace, not of the temporary variety, but that one endures forever. 

Unfortunately, most people who are seeking are not searching in the proper 

places. Every path we take in our pursuit of peace ends with a sense of 

disappointment and dissatisfaction until we place our hope in the Gospel.  

The beauty of the gospel is not fully realized unless we recognize our 

desperate need for it. Part of what makes the news of our purchased 

redemption by the blood of Christ so good is that we would be hopeless 

without it. These is nothing else that meets our need for hope and 

wholeness except faith in the sufficient sacrifice of Christ. 

Our prayers concerning a desire for the Gospel truth need to be frequent 

and fervent:  

 Ask the Lord for a deep hunger for the Gospel within our lives. Our 

proclamation of the Gospel should be propelled by an intimate 

understanding of it. 

 Plead for a desperate audience. May the unreached in our community, 

those you interact with, have a longing for the message of salvation that 

will meet their ultimate need.  

 Pray for a personal readiness, and for others on mission, to minister to a 

ripe harvest of hungry souls.  

 

Chad Wilson 

John 4:7-30 

“Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of 

water welling up to eternal life.” 



Theologian and scholar Ravi Zaccharias writes, “Sin will take you farther 
than you want to go, keep you longer than you want to stay, and cost you 
more than you want to pay.” Sin is missing the mark. And the mark, or 
standard, was set by our Creator. When we sin, we are walking contrary to 
God’s plan for our lives.  Let that sink in for a moment.  We are “grieving the 
Holy Spirit”. We pain the very One who died for us. We bring confusion to 
the world due to the fact that we call ourselves Christians. But most 
importantly, we diminish the glory of God, and as we hear often, God is all 
about his glory. 

The word dedication, according to the dictionary, is, “the quality of being 
dedicated or committed to a task or purpose.” Some synonyms include 
commitment, application, enthusiasm, and zeal. How committed are we to 
God’s Word? How applicable is the Word in your life? How zealous or 
excited are you to study the Scriptures?  Many of us are dedicated to many 
things. People are dedicated to their jobs, to losing that extra ten pounds, to 
their children’s athletic competitions and abilities. But how many of us are 
truly dedicated to God’s Word?   

Another word that comes to mind when reflecting on dedication is the word 
discipline. How disciplined are we in regards to our quiet time? Do we 
possess the same heart as the Psalmist, hiding God’s Word within our heart 
so that we do not sin against him?  As my good friend Pastor Tim LaFleur 
says, “Get into the Word until the Word gets into you.” 

Our entire existence, the reason we were created, was to bring glory to our 
Creator.  But when we sin, we do just the opposite, bringing dishonor to his 
great name. Although we are sinners and will stumble, we should find 
growth and comfort in the Word. Within those sacred pages, lies every 
answer to the problems life will throw our way.   

 

 Pray that you will become more dedicated to the study of Scripture. 

 Repent and lay aside anything preventing you from consistently studying. 

 Pray that God will enable you to apply the things he reveals to you 

through his Word. 

John Inman 

Psalm 119:9-11 

“How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to 
your word.” 



One Bible dictionary defines wisdom as, “the ability to judge correctly and 

to follow the best course of action, based on knowledge and 

understanding.” That definition is easily understood, yet it sounds rather 

benign in contrast to what Scripture expounds, in that, “the wisdom of God 

is a mystery.” 

In 1 Corinthians, Paul exalts the wisdom of God against the wisdom of 

words (1:17), the wisdom of the wise (1:18), the wisdom of the world 

(1:20), the wisdom of Greek philosophy (1:22), human wisdom (2:4), and 

the wisdom of the age (2:6).  

Scripture further sustains the mystery of God’s wisdom: “The fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7).   

And again, “For the Lord gives wisdom; From his mouth come knowledge 

and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6). 

1Corinthians 2:7-9 not only declares the immeasurable magnitude of God’s 

wisdom over the wisdom of the world, it is his provision for our glory. Let 

us therefore, be a people with a heart’s desire to utilize his provision, for 

with it there is incredible advantage, an advantage for which, the eye has 

not seen, the ear has not heard, nor could the mind ever imagine. Worldly 

issues may present a problem, God’s wisdom is a mystery that has been 

revealed to us in Christ. 

 

 Desire Godly Wisdom in praying for our families. 

 Desire Godly Wisdom in praying for our nation. 

 Desire Godly Wisdom in global evangelism.  

 

 

Gene Self 

1 Corinthians 2:7-9 

“But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed 
before the ages for our glory.” 



The Lord has never left his people alone and without leadership. Moses 

leads the people out of the bondage of Egypt; Joshua goes before them to 

conquer the Promised Land; King David stands at the head of national 

Israel; elders and pastors shepherd and direct the church. 

Paul leaves Timothy in Ephesus and Titus on Crete to build up the churches 

there by appointing elders (pastors) and other leaders to watch over the 

flock. This is why Paul’s instruction to those leaders in his pastoral epistles 

is so important: the church must constantly disciple and raise up leaders to 

teach and shepherd the people of God. 

Generations of leaders come and go quickly, so there is an ever-present 

need to develop younger leaders who have the theological maturity,  

compassion, humility, faithfulness, and courage to lead the people of God. 

This is no less important in our own body as in Paul’s day. 

Raising up and discipling leaders is a church-wide activity—we all must be 

involved in training and equipping the next generation. Will you pray for 

God to raise up younger leaders, especially young men, to serve as small 

group leaders, deacons, nursery volunteers, elders, and other leaders? Will 

you help encourage these younger leaders to be bold and faithful to 

shoulder these responsibilities?  

 

 Pray that the Lord will raise up leaders who manifest godly virtues within 

our body to care for the flock in the coming years. 

 Pray for wisdom in our current leaders who are identifying and discipling 

newer leaders even now. 

 Ask the Lord that these developing leaders be mature, faithful, and kind 

examples to imitate.  

Titus 1:5-9 

“This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained 
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you.” 



God gives us resources to use and invest for him.  Paul uses the illustration 

of seed to explain that the resources God gives us are not to be hidden, 

foolishly devoured, or thrown away.  Instead, they should be cultivated in 

order to produce more crops.  When we invest what God has given us in his 

work, he will provide us with even more to give in his service. 

The giving of money is just as spiritual an act as the singing of a hymn or the 

handing out a gospel tract.  Money is seed.  If we give it according to the 

principles of grace, it will multiply to the glory of God and meet many 

needs.  If we use it in ways other than God desires, the harvest will be poor. 

While God does not need our gifts or our money—he owns the cattle on a 

thousand hills—he has entrusted to us financial and material resources to 

manage in order to further his kingdom work on this earth. The bible 

speaks often about our role as stewards. A steward is not the owner of a 

property or resource, but is one who oversees or manages it on behalf of 

the owner and who must give an account for the work he has done.  

We are the stewards of God’s field, the managers of God’s seed that he has 

entrusted to us.  How are we as a church being faithful to this appointment 

of stewardship? 

 

 Thank God for his principle of sowing and reaping that encourages us to 

be faithful in our giving. 

 Pray that our church family continues to give cheerfully and sacrificially 

to God's kingdom ministries. 

 Seek the Holy Spirit's guidance as your family prays for direction to make 

giving such a priority that it becomes an integral part of your worship 

each week. 

      

Joe Galloway 

2 Corinthians 9:10  

“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 

righteousness.” 



If we had the opportunity to ask Jesus any question imaginable, how many 

of us would choose to ask him about prayer? The disciple who asked this 

question could have asked Jesus anything—about exorcism, healing, or a 

myriad of other attributes that only Jesus possessed. However, he 

requested that the Lord teach him to pray. The Lord replied by laying out a 

model prayer for all disciples to follow. 

First, we recognize that there is a priority to pray. Jesus prayed frequently 

and was a man of devout prayer. If we see that God’s perfect Son relied 

heavily on prayer during his earthly time, how much more important 

should we regard our own time in prayer?  

Secondly, we see the pattern of prayer. Although it is often referred to as 

the Lord’s Prayer, it can more accurately be called the “Disciple’s Prayer”. In 

this prayer, Jesus gave the disciples a “guide” by which to pray. To help 

develop a pattern of prayer, we need to be in the Bible. Only after being in 

Scripture do we understand how to accurately seek the will of God.  

Lastly, this passage enables us to see the importance of persistent prayer. 

After laying out the model prayer for the disciples to follow, Jesus gives a 

short parable. If a grumbling neighbor will give you what you need after 

pesky, persistent asking, how much more will God give those who seek his 

will? He willingly gives to his children in need. Yet remember, prayer comes 

in our time, but the answers come in God’s time. Persistent biblical prayer 

recognizes God’s will, but also trusts in his perfect timing.  

 Read the focal passage (Luke 11:1-13) in its entirety and pray that God 

gives you a heart for biblical, persistent prayer.  

 In Matthew 6:6 Jesus taught that Christians should make a habit of 

praying in a “secret place”. This week, try to find a quiet place to pray by 

yourself. Focus on the glory and goodness of God while opening your heart 

to the Lord’s will. 

Garrett Reagan 

Luke 11:1-8 

“Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He 
ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  



This world often seems hopeless. From the incivility and frustration of 

politics, to the banality and depravity of entertainment, to the rise of 

isolation and depression, our world offers us no long term gratification. Yet, 

society attempts to find a cure for this emptiness and unfulfilled expectation 

through relationships, wealth, thrilling experiences, and fame. We all have 

restless souls that pursue pleasure and happiness with the optimistic 

anticipation that something or someone, somewhere will fill the longing 

that echoes inside of our souls. 

Augustine, the great church father, pinpointed the problem and the solution. 

After an early life of decadence and debauchery, he realized that, “Our 

hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee.” He understood 

experientially and from Scripture that God alone could provide the hope and 

solution for our weary souls. 

This is why Paul prays in Romans 15 that God would give the church joy, 

peace, and hope, for he alone is the source of any and all hope. Specifically, 

our hope—our eager desire and anticipation—is found in the person and 

work of Christ. Our hope is secure because he is faithful. Our hope is 

unending because he is unchanging. Our hope is life-giving, because he is a 

sure and steady anchor. 

How does this hope arise in our hearts? Through the power of the Holy 

Spirit (v13). Where is the connection to this power? In the encouragement 

of Scripture (v4). It is through God’s word that we find a reason to hope—it 

reveals Christ. And through God’s word we have strength to endure all that 

this life throws at us. So daily dive deep into God’s Word in order to have a 

life infused with hope. 

 Praise the Lord for the hope we have in Christ—our firm foundation. 

 Pray for God to give you a heart to ready, study, and immerse yourself in 

his Word. 

 Ask for the Holy Spirit’s power for you and our church to know the joy and 

hope that comes from believing in the gospel. Pray that this hope would be 

contagious!  

Romans 15:1-13 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing , so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 



One of the refreshing things about Jesus’ teaching was the fact that he did 
not mince words.  Unlike the other rabbis and teachers of his day, he 
“taught as one who had authority” (Matt 7:29). There was no fine print on 
the call of discipleship – he put it all up front. And he was very clear about 
the expectation of persecution for those who chose to follow him. In his 
sermon on the mount, he gave at least three reasons why his disciples 
should expect persecution. 

1) Lifestyles. He said we can expect persecution “for righteousness sake.” 
Christians seek to live holy, righteous, biblically circumscribed lives.  
This pursuit of a righteous lifestyle is inherently a target for some forms 
of persecution. This can be anything from name calling to being 
ostracized.  

2) Lies. We can expect persecution when people “utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely.”  How did Jesus end up being crucified? It was by 
people telling lies about him and false witnesses testifying against him.  

3) The Lord. We can expect persecution, Jesus said, “on my account.” In 
John 15:18 he told his disciples, “If the world hates you, know that it has 
hated me before it has hated you.” The world hates Jesus.  They don’t 
necessarily hate little baby Jesus in a manger. They don’t hate the Jesus 
who takes children in his arms and forgives adulterers. The Jesus they 
hate is the one who “came to destroy the works of the Devil” (1 John 
3:8). The Jesus the world hates is the one who made an exclusive claim 
of being the ONLY way of salvation (John 14:6).  

Did you know that being persecuted on account of Jesus is actually a gift? 
Twice in these verses Jesus says the persecuted are “blessed.” In verse 12, 
he said our response to persecution ought to be to “Rejoice and be glad.” 
How can we face the coming persecution with a sense of blessedness, with 
rejoicing and gladness? His promises of “theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 
and “your reward is great in heaven” sustains us. We can face the reality of 
coming persecution because we know, no matter what is done to us, this 
great promise from the Lord is certain and sure! 

Prayer: “Lord, help me keep the promise of heavenly reward at the forefront 
of my thinking, especially when faithfulness to You is confronted with 
affliction or resistance from others.”  

Troy Walliser 

Matthew 5:10-12 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  



Dr. Adrian Rogers famously said, “A faith that fizzles before the finish had a 

flaw from the first.”  What an alliterative way to communicate a common 

New Testament truth of faithful endurance to the end! The focal text for 

today is one of the many passages that support this. An indication that 

someone has truly come to know Jesus (“share in Christ”) is remaining 

faithful to the end.  Who does this work of keeping? Ultimately, it is the 

grace of God that keeps us and enables us to “hold our original confidence 

firm to the end.” 

Verse 13 reveals one of the means of grace God uses to keep us faithfully 

enduring to the end: “exhort one another every day.” God has given us each 

other for the purpose of mutual encouragement and accountability. We 

serve each other as a protective measure and guard against “the 

deceitfulness of sin.” This is why active life in our church family is so 

important. This is why developing relationships in the body that are real 

and transparent is so essential for the Christian life. The Lord never 

intended our relationships in the church family to be superficial or surface, 

but to be deep and intimate.  

We see these kinds of relationship in the earliest descriptions of the church.  

The first church members were described as those who “were of one heart 

and soul” (Acts 4:32). No doubt, it was these kinds of relationships that 

caused those churches to flourish in faithfulness to the Lord’s mission, and 

enabled them to faithfully endure through the many afflictions and 

hardships they faced. May God give us relationships at LVBC that exhort us 

to faithful endurance to the end! 

Prayer: “Lord, help me to both see and seize opportunities to give and receive 

exhortation from others in our family of faith, that we might be mutually 

encouraged to remain faithful to the call of discipleship.”  

Troy Walliser 

Hebrews 3:13-14 

“But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today’,’ that 
none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have 

come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confession firm to 

the end.” 



In reviewing Paul’s prayers for the churches, it quickly becomes apparent 

that he prays mainly for the “inner man” rather than the “outer man.” This 

is because Paul knows that the physical man is wasting away while the 

spiritual man will live on eternally. Paul knows, left to ourselves, the 

spiritual man is weak and immature. Therefore, Paul prays for the Ephesian 

church to reach spiritual maturity by being strengthened and empowered 

by the Trinitarian God in order that he receive the most glory through the 

church. 

Paul’s request in this prayer is for Christ to dwell in their hearts, for the 

fullness of God to fill the church. Yet in order for Christ to make his home 

among them, they must be strengthened—rooted and grounded—in the 

love and knowledge of Christ. It is only through God’s power and energy at 

work in the church that this maturation will come about. When God comes 

to dwell among his people, his power and glory will then be made know to 

those around us in our neighborhoods and even in the heavenly places! 

When we ask God to manifest his power in our lives, what dominates our 

prayers? Do we simply pray for God to act in our circumstances, diseases, 

finances, problems, or jobs?  Or are we pleading for one another’s character, 

discipline, fortitude, patience, or joy? 

While we should pray for God’s power to overcome temporal 

circumstances, the majority of our prayers for one another should focus on 

spiritual empowerment in order to be more like Christ so God’s glory would 

radiate from our lives as individuals and as a church. When God empowers 

his church, he strengthens us in preparation for his visitation.  

 Are we prepared for God to manifest his power among us?  

 Are we praying for that strength to fortify our hearts and minds? 

 Are we poised to proclaim his great power and glory to our neighbors, to 

the nations, and to the heavenly places? 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus...forever and ever. Amen.” 



As we close this 40 days of focused corporate prayer, we conclude with 

John’s final prayer in the Revelation. Simply, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Echoing 

Paul’s prayer at the conclusion to 1 Corinthians, “Maranatha!”, expresses a 

sentiment of many New Testament writers: the anticipated return of the 

risen Christ to earth to eternally establish his kingdom among his people. 

These past weeks of concentrated prayer have led us to our Thirst 

Conference, where we will gather together from Sunday to Wednesday for a 

consecrated  time of worship, preaching, and crying out to God for revival in 

our hearts and in our church. We hope that you are preparing your heart 

and clearing your schedule in anticipation of what God will do among us 

next week. 

Part of being a Christian is that we have set our hope upon the return of 

Christ and we eagerly await the day when the Kingdom of this world will 

become the kingdom of our Lord and his Christ forever and ever. But we are 

easily susceptible to distraction from this hope and vision of Christ’s return. 

Circumstances, hardships, and even triumphs in our lives can sidetrack us 

from the goal of knowing and treasuring Jesus above all. 

We hope that the Thirst Conference will ignite in us a desire and longing to 

see Christ glorified in our midst through the passionate pursuit of his 

people in worship, in holy living, and in evangelism as we anticipate the Day 

of his return.  Let us keep our eyes on That Day as we live in This Day—

longing for Christ to be glorified and adored among the saints in Lookout 

Valley and beyond. 

 Pray that we will be found faithful—as individuals and as a church– when 

he returns. Pray for his Spirit to be at work preparing us through our 

Thirst Conference. 

 Pray that the Lord will give us a longing for the day of his return. 

 Rejoice in the knowledge that Christ has come and is coming again! 

Revelation 22:20-21 

“He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus.” 
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