
In 2019, Pastor Troy will preach expositionally, verse-by-verse, 
through Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus. This series 
through Ephesians will consist of seven mini-series totaling 30 
individual sermons throughout the year. Ephesians is a 
wonderful book that begins with the first three chapters 
rehearsing the glorious truths of the gospel. It concludes with 
the final three chapters describing how those truths are to be 
fleshed out in practical ways in our lives.  
 
Join us on Sunday, January 13, as we begin our study of 
Ephesians with the six-week series, Deep Waters, where 
together we will plumb the depths of Ephesians 1 and seek to 
discover the treasures buried within! 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019 

This year, as in previous years, Pastor Troy will present a 
theme for the year that is a spiritual quality or ideal, that by 
God’s grace, will become a regular part of our life as a 
congregation. The theme for this year is Hospitality. Please 
make plans to join us on Sunday, January 6, as we learn 
together how the biblical directive to “be hospitable” can be 
lived out through LVBC in 2019, and beyond!  



We are excited to welcome Tracy Trivette 
as our new Minister of Worship Arts and 
Missions! Tracy has previously served 
churches in Birmingham, Alabama, and 
Trenton, Georgia, before coming to 
Lookout Valley. Tracy along with his wife 
Ashleigh, son Trevor (16), and daughter 
Riley (12) will be a tremendous asset to 
our church. His primary responsibilities 
will be leading our choir, praise team, 
band, and congregational singing, as well 
as provide vision and direction to our local 
and global missions.  We will have a 
“pounding” for the Trivette family in 
conjunction with our Member’s Meeting 
on Wednesday, January 9. Please bring 
food and household items to bless the 
Trivette family with as they move into the 
house on our church campus. 

1  New Year’s Day   
 Church Office Closed 

 
2  NO Wednesday Activities  
 
6  2019 Vision Message 
 
8  WMU Meeting 
  
9  Member’s Meeting 
 Pounding For The Trivette’s 
 
13  Small Group Leader’s Meeting 
 
15  NO Senior Adult Meeting 
 
16  Ladies Bible Study Begins  
 Youth Taco Night 
 
28 Deacons Meeting 

5  WMU Meeting 
 
12  LV Senior’s Meeting 
 
13 Children’s Ministry                            
 Valentine’s Day Party   

 
 



A word that’s seen an increase in usage in recent years is xenophobia. The Merriam-Webster       

dictionary defines xenophobia as: “fear and hatred of strangers of foreigners, or of anything that is 

strange or foreign.” In the wake of immigration debates, conflicting sexual identity ideology, and the 

always changing definition of “hate speech” in our culture, the term xenophobic has been lobbed like 

a hand grenade at those with opposing opinions. Did you notice how even the dictionary in the                  

definition above has wrongly equated the concept of fear (phobia) with hatred? Just because you 

fear something or someone, does not mean you hate. Yet, that’s the ultimate end of how others 

would presume to label people with different viewpoints, which inevitably shuts down any kind of 

meaningful dialogue.  

How are we as Christians to respond to “strangers” in our world — whether those be illegal                         

immigrants, those who might identify as being on a transgender spectrum, or even those with vastly 

different social or political views? Interestingly, there’s a Greek word for that. 

The word xenophobia has as it prefix the Greek word xenos, which simply means stranger,                         

foreigner, or alien. Jesus uses the word to describe himself as a stranger seeking shelter from his 

disciples in Matthew 25:35, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  Paul uses the word to         

describe our pre-conversion status in Ephesians 2:12: “Remember that you were at that time                    

separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 

promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” 

So again, how are we as Christians to respond to “strangers” in our world? There’s no debating the 

clear mandate of Scripture here. We are to welcome the stranger; we are to LOVE the stranger. 

There’s another Bible word used in the New Testament — philoxenos. The prefix philo means love, 

so love of stranger. But what does loving the stranger look like? How do we do it in a practical, 

hands-on, everyday way? The answer may come be seeing the way the English translators of all the 

major versions (KJV, ESV, NASB, NIV, CSB) translate philoxenos (love of stranger) in its multiple    

uses in the Bible:  HOSPITALITY.  

In 2019, as in previous years, we will present and develop a theme for the year that is a spiritual 

quality or ideal that, by God’s grace, would become a normal, regular part of our life together as a 

congregation. Our theme for 2019 is HOSPITALITY. I’ll be preaching our theme message on                      

Sunday, January 6. Please make plans to be present to hear how the biblical directive to                              

“be hospitable” (Romans 12:13, 1 Timothy 3:2, 1 Timothy 5:10, Titus 1:8, Hebrews 13:2, 1 Peter 4:9) 

can be lived out through us in 2019, and beyond! 

 

Blessings! 

 



During the month of November, 
we launched our new church 
communication and record 
keeping tool, Realm Connect. All 
church members should have 
received an email invitation to 
activate their profile/account. If 
you have yet to accept this 
invitation, please do so quickly to 
be sure not to miss any 
important communications from 
the church staff! If you did not 
receive an invitation, please 
contact the church office.  
 
For more information on how 
Realm works or to access your 
account, please visit our website. 
 

 

Join the Seniors of Lookout Valley as they 
meet at 10:30 am, on the second Tuesday of 
every month, for a time of good fellowship and 
good food. 
 
Upcoming Meeting Schedule: 
 

 NO January Meeting 
 

 Tuesday, February 12 

On Monday, January 28, at 6:00 pm, our 
church deacons will gather together for a time 
of discussion and fellowship. If you are a 
deacon, please make plans to attend this 
meeting. Dinner will be provided. Please 
contact Wade Casey for more information. 

Attention Small Group Leaders! Please mark 
your calendars and make plans to attend our 
2019 Leader Training.   

Training will be held in the Fellowship Hall 
immediately following our regular worship 
service on Sunday, January 13. Lunch is 
provided. 



Ladies, do you struggle with busyness? With 
your every growing to-do list, do you find it hard 
to slow down and make time daily for you and 
God to share a few moments together? Well, 
you’re not alone! 

On Wednesday, January 16, at 6:30 pm, the  
ladies of LVBC will kick off the new year with a   
5–week bible study led by Jennifer Clark.     Dur-
ing these 5 weeks, we will walk together through 
Priscilla Shrier’s Breath: Making Room for the 
Sabbath, finding rejuvenation and peace, as we 
discover the meaning of Sabbath rest. 

Please make plans to attend this empowering 
new study! Contact Jennifer Clark for more     
details. 

One of the greatest challenges among women in our 
culture is taking time to stop and cease from all the            
activities and busyness and just breathe. We are in 
bondage to busyness. We constantly strive to complete 
the limitless to-do lists that hinder us from experiencing 
all that God has for us. We miss the  moments because 
we rush ahead to the next thing. By neglecting time for 
tranquility, serenity, and repose, we limit our Christlike-
ness and miss out on some of God’s greatest gifts. It is 
time for us to breathe and build margin into our lives for 
God. In the Old Testament, God instituted principles 
and laws that would transform the Israelites’ mindset. 
He didn’t just want them legally free; He wanted them 
to be able to walk in the freedom and enjoy it. So God 
gave them many gifts, including boundaries in which to 
enjoy those gifts. Sabbath was intended as a gift, and it 
is still a gift to us today. If you are weary, worn out, and 
exhausted the concept of Sabbath will change your life. 



On Wednesday, January 9, at 6:30 pm, we will 

hold our bi-monthly Member’s Meeting in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Prior to our meeting, we invite you to join us as 

we gather together for a Fellowship Dinner (see 

January’s bulletin for cost and menu). Dinner will 

be served at 5:45 pm. Following the Fellowship 

Dinner, our Member’s Meeting will begin 

promptly at 6:30 pm, where we will welcome new 

members, discuss membership issues, vote on 

new church members, and hear about what the 

Lord is doing in and around LVBC.  

During our bi-monthly Member’s Meeting in       
November, our congregation voted to receive 
eight new members into our church family! If you 
see one of our newest church members, please 
take a few moments to introduce yourself and 
welcome them to LVBC! 



As many of you know, our Children’s 
Director, Tiffany Morrison, is expecting her 
second child at the end of January. While 
she is on maternity leave, Sarah Smith will 
be stepping in to help make sure our 
Children’s Ministry runs smoothly in Tiffany’s 
absence. We ask that you pray over both 
Sarah as she takes the reigns of our 
Children’s Ministry and Tiffany as she 
anxiously awaits the arrival of her new baby 
girl! 

If you have a 
Children’s Ministry 
need or question 
while Tiffany is on 
maternity leave, 
please contact the 
church office or  
Sarah Smith at 
(423) 667-6297. 

On Wednesday, February 13, all children are 

invited to join LVBC’s Children’s Ministry for 

their Valentine’s Day celebration! During this 

time we will be celebrating the love Jesus 

has for his children in the nursery and 

Kingdom Kids, so all children are involved in 

making crafts, eating treats, and learning 

about Jesus’ love for them. The party will 

begin at 6:30 pm and children are to go to 

their designated classrooms. 

 

P A R T Y 

All youth are invited to join us after our youth service 
on Wednesday, January 16, for a delicious taco dinner! 
Contact Christina Wilson for more information. 

Mark your calendars! This year’s youth summer camp 
will be June 21-25 in Orange Beach, Alabama. Be on 
the lookout for more details! 
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