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PALM SUNDAY   |   APRIL 5 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 

Jesus sent two disciples, 
2 
saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 
3 
If anyone says anything to 

you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”  

6 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 

7 
They brought the donkey and the colt and 

put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 
8 
Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and 

others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9 
And the crowds that went before him 

and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
10 

And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 

stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 
11 

And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of 

Galilee.” 

 

 
4 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5
 “Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to your, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

beast of burden.’”  

Entering As The King 

Matthew 21:1-11 



MONDAY   |   APRIL 6 

Washing The Temple Clean 

Matthew 21:12-22 

14 
And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 

15 
But when the chief 

priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the 

temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 
16 

and they said to him, “Do you hear what 

these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, “Out of the mouth of infants and 

nursing babies you have prepared praise’?”  
17 

And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and 

lodged there. 
18 

In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. 
19 

And seeing a fig 

tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit 

ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once. 
20 

When the disciples saw it, they 

marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” 
21 

And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to 

you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even 

if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 
22 

And whatever you 

ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.” 

 
12 

And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 

13 
He said 

to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of     
robbers.” 
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TUESDAY   |   APRIL 7 

Rejecting The Cornerstone 

Matthew 21:33-46 

33 
“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence 

around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another 

country. 
34 

When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 
35 

And 

the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
36 

Again he sent other 

servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 
37 

Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 

‘They will respect my son.’ 
38 

But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the 

heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 
39 

And they took him and threw him out of the 

vineyard and killed him. 
40 

When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

tenants?” 
41 

They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard 

to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 

45 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking 

about them. 
46 

And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held 

him to be a prophet. 

 
42 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, this was the Lord’s doing, and it is           

marvelous in our eyes’? 
43 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people producing its fruits. 
44 

And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to        

pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 
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WEDNESDAY   |   APRIL 8 

Plotting The Betrayal 

Matthew 26:1-16 

When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 
2 
“You know that after two days the 

Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 
3 
Then the chief priests 

and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 
4 
and 

plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 
5 
But they said, “Not during the feast, lest 

there be an uproar among the people.” 
6 
Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the 

leper, 
7 
a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it 

on his head as he reclined at table. 
8 
And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why 

this waste? 
9 
For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 

10 
But Jesus, aware 

of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to 

me. 
11 

For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 
12 

In pouring this 

ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 
13 

Truly, I say to you, wherever this 

gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.” 

 

 14 
Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 

15 
and said, 

“What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of                 

silver. 
16 

And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him. 
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MAUNDAY THURSDAY   |   APRIL 9 

Celebrating The Supper 

Matthew 26:17-29 

17 
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have 

us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 
18 

He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to 

him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my 

disciples.’” 
19 

And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 
20 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 
21 

And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I 

say to you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 

And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one 

after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 
23 

He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray 

me. 
24 

The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 
25 

Judas, who would betray 

him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 

 

 

 
26 

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the          

disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 
27 

And he took a cup, and when he had given 

thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 
28 

for this is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
29 

I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit 

of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.” 
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GOOD FRIDAY   |   APRIL 10 

Dying On The Tree 

Matthew 27:24-56 

24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water 
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And 
all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and 
having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into 
the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and 
put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his 
right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him 
and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe 
and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 

32 
As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, 

Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha 
(which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would 
not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36 Then 
they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, 
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the 
left. 39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the 
temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 So 
also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in 
God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 And the robbers who were 
crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
land until the ninth hour.   

47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran and 
took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, 
let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his 
spirit. 51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the 
rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to 
many. 54 When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 55 There were also many 
women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, 56 among 
whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.  
  

 46 
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that 

is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Holy Week 
devotional reading plan 



HOLY SATURDAY   |   APRIL 11 

Lying In The Grave 

Hebrews 9:11-28 

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and 

more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy 

places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an 

eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes 

of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through 

the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the 

living God. 
15 

Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the 

promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions 

committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be 

established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is 

alive. 18 Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every 

commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and 

goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the 

people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way 

he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost 

everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 23 Thus it 

was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things 

themselves with better sacrifices than these. 
24 

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, 

which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 

behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with 

blood not his own,  

 

 26 
for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he 

has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
27 

And just 

as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 
28 

so Christ, having been       

offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save 

those who are eagerly waiting for him. 
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EASTER SUNDAY   |   APRIL 12 

Rising The Third Day 

Matthew 28:1-20 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

went to see the tomb. 
2 
And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from 

heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
3 
His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothing white as snow. 
4 
And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men.  

7 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to 

Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 
8 
So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and 

great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
9 
And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came 

up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 
10 

Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
11 

While they were going, behold, some of the guard 

went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. 
12 

And when they had assembled with the 

elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His 

disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 
14 

And if this comes to the governor's 

ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 
15 

So they took the money and did as they were 

directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day. 
16 

Now the eleven disciples went to 

Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
17 

And when they saw him they worshiped him, 

but some doubted. 
18 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 
19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I 

am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
5 
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was                

crucified. 
6 
He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.  
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